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By Brian Karmie

rass is great, but it has its

limits. While the smell of

fresh-cut narural grass can

trigger nostalgic memories

of Friday night football games from our

youth, most of us have experienced the

high maintenance, limited use, and

inconsistent performance that come
with natural grass fields.

Many have witnessed the more than

occasional mud-bowl (or dust-bowl -

depending on your region) that a ficld

becomes when overused, but the demand

for field time isn't slowing down; it is grow-
ing.

In today’s demanding sports world, natu-
ral grass often isn't a practical option. Even
many professional-level stadiums with near-
ly unlimited maintenance resources have
opted for the new generation of synthetic
grass. Schools with football, soccer, lacrosse,
band, phys. ed., and a host of community
activities all vying for that precious sports
field use are finding value in a synthetic grass
surface that provides 24/7 access and playa-
bility in all weather conditions.
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While synthetic grass isn't perfect, it has
come a long way since the early carper-style
products. Abour a decade ago, the first
infilled turf products hit the markert, chang-
ing the paradigm of artificial rurf. Since then,
synthetic grass products have continued o
develop in both performance and appearance
to the point that some have now even won
over the most discriminating residential and
commercial landscape customers,

In addition to the nearly unlimired use, a
good synthetic grass field provides a consis-
tent surface that always looks pristine. These
ficlds, requiring minimal maintenance and
water, can greatly reduce the ongoing opera-
tional costs, since no bare spots will develop
and no reseeding or parching with sod is nec-
essary. In fact, you can even eliminate the
time and cost of lining a field with paine if
you decide to inlay your sports field lines
into your synthetic field.

It is estimated that one synthetic field can
replace up to three natural turf fields and will
last from 8 to 12 years before needing to be
replaced. Given these calculations, the cost




A synthetic grass field can provide
more usage time, better and more
consistent performance, and lower
maintenance.

per event on a synthetic field is almost always less than a natural grass
field.

Recently, questions about the health and environmental impact
of syntheric turf fields have been raised. These questions are good in
that they have given the synthetic turf industry an opportunity to
share the overwhelming evidence demonstrating that synthetic grass
is safe and effective for users of all ages. For a detailed discussion on
this marter, you can visit the industry trade association at

So, what now? How do you fund a field construction project?
How do you choose a turf and a vendor? What about life after the
installation? These questions and more are often raised when consid-
ering a field project.

FUNDING THE FIELD

The funding of a ficld can be handled in a variety of ways.
Depending on your school's current budger and situation, simply

reallocating money that will be spent on upkeep and maintenance of

your natural field will often cover a majority of the project. However,
this is often casier said than done since money that is budgeted
annually for the next 10 years is quite different than money available
for a construction project today.

Another method of funding becoming increasingly popular is
through a private building committee and fundraising effort. When
a community carches the vision of how a synthetic field will benefit
the entire student body, it will energize contributors and volunteers
alike. Additionally, the benefit of showing that this project is being
conducted without straining the existing operating budget is a sign
of good stewardship that many school supporters will appreciate.
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SOFT & PLAY

“The family place”

Soft Play promotes
family fun: it’s
what we're about.
Since 1984, we
have
installed
over
18,000
systems
world-wide. That’s a
lot of smiling faces!
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And rest assured your current members
won't be the only ones thrilled to see
a Soft Play system... So will your visiting
and future members!

Call us today to get started!

1-888.752.9582

Soft Play L.L.C.
Tel: 704.875.6550 * Fax: 704.875.6561
Huntersvnlle, NC, USA » www.softplay.com
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-EVALUA'HNG .SYNTHETIE GRASS
Athletic Fields

One final consideration on the financial
aspect is the porential of rurning your field
into a revenue source. With the nearly
unlimited use that a synthetic grass surface
provides, the ability to rent the field out
becomes a consideration that many never
had with natral grass. The number of
youth football organizarions, soccer clubs,

adulr leagues, and more looking for a home

ficld continues to grow. A field that is
playable in all weather conditions and pro-
vides a consistent playing surface is a great

draw for these organizations.

CHOOSING A VENDOR
The actual construction of a synthetic field
is not a minor undertaking. The oprions are

vast and require thoughtful consideration.
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From the grading and sub-base to the deci-
sions on lugm and inlaid lines, the choices
can be quite confusing. One of the first
major steps in this process is finding an arti-
ficial turt vendor and/or contractor.

First, consider that you aren’t just choos-
ing a turf; you are selecting a company that
will be your partner. The company you
select not only determines the type of turf
you will be playing on for the next decade,
there are other ramifications as well; from
the initial construction through the field’s
life-cycle, you want a company that you are
comfortable with and can trust.

As the synthetic wrf industry has gown
rapidly, there are many different company
models our there. Some companies are con-
struction focused and “custom-order” turf to
meet any specification. While this may not
seem like a problem at first, this lack of con-
sistency of wrfs can create some unpre-
dictability with each new rurf recipe. Other
companies have a one-size-fits-all turf policy
and try to “custom-fit" you to their one
product. They have the benefit of knowing
their product, but dont take the time to
know you or your needs. The best scenario is
to find a company that will evaluate your
needs and match them with the right choice
from their specific product offerings.

Another point of consideration when
choosing a partner for yvour synthetic grass
field is how they handle the installation
process. Many companies today have sales
forces with local presence in various mar-
kets, but then contract the installation ourt to
generic turf installers who will work for a
variety of turf companies. Few companies
today actually handle both the sales and the
hands-on installation of the twrf, which is
the ideal arrangement. Selecting a company
with their own install crew ensures that your
project will not nn[_\' have a local point of
contact, but that the crew working on the
project will be working with a consistent
product and will have a sense of ownership

for the project.

DETERMINING TYPE OF TURF

Along with the company and insta

lation,

the tvpe of turf needs 1 be determined.




RBER et Fiolds

There are several features to evaluate on the
turf products. With the new generation of
turf products, the synthetic grass is made up
of individual polyethylene or nylon fibers
stitched into a backing marerial. The prod-
uct is then infilled with granulated rubber,
sand, or some combination of the rwo, This
leaves us with three major aspects of the con-
struction to Considt‘rt [ht.‘ frass Hmil.‘s. 'I}‘Ic
hacking' and the infill material. These com-
ponents contribute to both the appearance
and the performance of the product.

It is important to evaluate all three of
these features. The grass blades, or “yarn,”
are the most obvious difference in synthetic
products. Be sure ro discuss the type of yarn
used on each product and inquire why dif-
ferent blade constructions were chosen. The
density of the blade stitching is also an
important consideration. The denser blade
structures will require less infill and often
provide a more consistent surface, but may
come with a higher price.

The backing of the product is often an
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One call - One company is all you need for your
sports & recreation surfaces.

For over 40 years the professionals at McConnell & Associates
have been delivering on our commitments. On time. On budget.
Every time. And from materials and installation, to preventative
maintenance and repairs, our quality is guaranteed.

Tracks * Tennis Courts * Turf Fields

» Regularly scheduled maintenance e New surface installation

« Engineering & design services * Repairs
Serving schools in the Great Plains, Midwest, g
and Southern states. I

(800) 779-6066 www.McConnellSports.com
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overlooked consideration that can have
major impacts on fields. This component is
what holds the grass blades in place, and
where the product will get much of its stabil-
ity and durability. Unfortunately, it is also
where many companies cut corners to save
money.

The rubber and sand is used to infill the
products providing support for the grass
blades, adding resiliency to the wrf, and
offering a layer for more natural traction.
While rubber provides more resiliency and is
less abrasive, some products have thinner
backing and require the sand as a ballast to
weigh the product down. The first genera-
tion of infilled products had a small amount
of blades filled with large amounts of infill.
As these fields became more widely used,
“infill flyout” became a term to describe the
spray of infill that occurs during play. This
flyout can get in players' eyes and clothing,
and the migration of this infill requires that
the field be groomed more often 1o ensure
that the infill level stays consistent. Investing
in a product with denser blade construction
and minimal infill gives the added resiliency
and traction layer withour the flyour.

One way to get a true evaluation of these
components is to request a sample of turf as
it is cur off the roll. Instlled fields and
boxed samples are great to show what the
turf will look like dressed up, but often make
it difficulr to truly see the makeup of the
product. Evaluating the turf both as it comes
from the plant and after it is installed will
give you a better understanding of the differ-
ences and advantages of each offering.

All of these different variables sometimes
make it difficult to compare apples to
apples. During your selection process, take
some time to do your homework. Evaluare
the products and the companies, talk to ref-
erences, and think long term, Determine
whether quality or product cost is the pri-
mary driving force. If the project is going to
be a bid process, set the project specifica-
tions, define the turf, and accurately repre-
sent features that are important to you.
Once this is done, invite the companies that
you feel comfortable with to bid on the proj-
ect. Realize that sometimes a product that
costs more upfront may be a better long-

term value based on the quality of product,

installation, and the ongoing support.

A synthetic grass field can help you over-
come many of the limits found in natural
grass. It can provide more usage time, ber-
ter and more consistent performance, and
lower maintenance, Construction of a field
is a major investment, and in order to max-
imize the benefit, it should be well thought
out and investigated. Develop a committee

of stakeholders to evaluate the needs of your
school and then investigate the various offer-
ings. Take the time upfront, and your field
will be a benefit to your school for years to
come. (SI

Brian Karmie is with ForeverLawn,
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FIELD SURFACES

SportsGrass by ForeverLawn
SportsGrass by ForeverLawn is a high-per-
formance, all-weather synthetic turf that
truly enables your athletes to play at a
higher level. Offering unmatched perform-
ance, a natural underfoot feel, and a play-
ing surface second to none, SportsGrass
by ForeverLawn is the ideal solution.
SportsGrass offers a realistic grass-like
appearance and performance that can be
played on all year round in any type of
weather. Antimicrobial protection is avail-
able to help create a cleaner, safer envi-
ronment for your players,

WWW.SPOrsgrassiu 1.com
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Newstripe's All-Pro 3
Newstripe's All-Pro 3 is a self-propelled
field marking machine that replaces All-
Pro II. The All-Pro 3 is faster, has more trac-
tion and better handling, and is less expen-
sive. It is 35 pounds lighter and 5 inches
shorter, providing a combination of stabili-
ty and control. With the All-Pro 3, you can
effortlessly line a field as fast as you can
walk. Its 12-gallon tank means fewer stops
to refill. Plus, the bi-directional spray head
paints your fields twice as fast. It paints the
front and back of the grass blades at the
same time. Shut one nozzle off for striping
practice fields and save money.
WwWwW.newstnpe.com
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